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Everglades Community Food Pantry
Role specifically related to the COVID hunger crisis
Everglades Community Food Pantry serves Plantation, Copeland, Chokoloskee and Everglades City. It feeds
over 500 people weekly, an increase of over 30% pre-COVID. It is highly dependent on Harry Chapin Food
Bank, Collier Harvest, WorldVision, and the Community Foundation.
Volunteer Needs
There are very limited opportunities for volunteers, due to COVID. However, it can always use food donations,
especially from Food Drives.
COVID Update
It has had to shut down its food pantry as a drive-through, due to COVID positive members of its team. In
Everglades, it is just receiving the first vaccines in its area and welcomes many more. It has masks, gloves, and
cleaning products.
Contact information for volunteers
Connie Barker: barkerswanton@aol.com | 419-350-6650

Grace Place
Role specifically related to the COVID hunger crisis
The Grace Place Food Pantry has been serving food to over 300 families a week and now is seeing that number
slowly rise.
Volunteer Needs
Due to social distancing requirements the need for volunteers is less than usual, and at present it is well covered.
COVID Update
Grace Place continues to follow all COVID rules and regulations
Contact information for volunteers
Chrissie Missal: chrissie@graceplacenaples.org | 239-255-7213

Guadalupe Social Services (Immokalee - Catholic Charities of Venice)
Role specifically related to the COVID hunger crisis
Guadalupe Social Services (Immokalee) has continued to serve the community through its food pantry and soup
kitchen. The food pantry operates from Monday-Friday, and the soup kitchen is operating for take-out on those
days. It is now providing financial assistance, including rent assistance. At the Judy Sullivan Family Resource
Center (Naples) hundreds of families receive food from its pantry and it is distributing food to different Habitat
communities each week.
Volunteer Needs
Guadalupe Social Services (Immokalee) will welcome a few volunteers, but only a few, as its space is limited.
These volunteers will pack food bags and break down large bags of rice and beans. There is a strong need for
Food Drives as well as Diaper (including baby wipes) Drives, both of which are most needed in Immokalee. At
present, Judy Sullivan Resource Center (Naples) does not have any volunteer opportunities. However, it is
accepting donations of non-perishables.
COVID Update
All staff and volunteers must use masks and gloves, as well as social distancing.
Contact information for volunteers
Guadalupe Social Services (Immokalee): peggy.rodriguez@catholiccharitiesdov.org
Judy Sullivan Family Resource Center (Naples): allegra.belliard@catholiccharitiesdov.org

Harry Chapin Food Bank
Role specifically related to the COVID hunger crisis
Harry Chapin Food Bank (HCFB) anticipates the need to serve those who are food insecure to remain as strong
for at least one and a half years. It serves more than a quarter of a million people each month throughout its
five-county footprint and now averages 4 million pounds of food a month, double the amount before the
pandemic. HCFB is spending $1million/month on food, versus $37,000/month prior to COVID. Its newest
initiative is to team up with WINK News during the month of February, 2021, when it will “March to a Million
Meals.” Beginning February 1, 2021, WINK will feature stories about its food bank, as well as its volunteers,
donors, and partners.
Volunteer Needs, including urgency of needs
HCFB uses at least 3,000 volunteer hours each month in Collier County. It remains desperate for teams of 15-20
volunteers. Volunteers can perform many roles, including sorting produce, putting food into cars, and building
food kits. Its volunteers assemble 7,000 food kits a week compared to 900 food kits a week before COVID. Its
greatest need continues to be food donations and monetary donations, if made individually. Due to its buying
power, HCFB can buy more food for the money than others.
COVID Update
HCFB follows all COVID rules, including PPE at their sites. It can provide masks and protective gear, but it
encourages volunteers to bring their own.
Contact information for volunteers
PLEASE MENTION YOU ARE A GNL MEMBER
Barbara Evans, Chief Development Officer: baevans@harrychapinfoodbanks.org or 239-334-6881

Meals of Hope
Role specifically related to the COVID hunger crisis
Meals of Hope purchases and distributes food to those in need at mobile locations in the community. Since the
food crisis began, it served 3,000 meals a month. In December, that increased to over 4,000 meals a month and
it predicts that number may continue to rise.
Volunteer Needs
Meals of Hope needs more volunteers to pack meals but, at present, it is able to operate with those it has.
COVID Update
Meals of Hope continues to operate under social distancing guidelines. Its staff is checked weekly and
temperatures are taken each day.
Contact information for volunteers
PLEASE MENTION THAT YOU ARE A GNL MEMBER
Bobbie Bird: bobbi@mealsofhope.org

Mision Peniel
Role specifically related to the COVID hunger crisis
Mision Peniel has been distributing bags of groceries that include non-perishable food items (rice, beans,
protein, pasta, etc.) to 275-300 individuals/families each Friday. It distributes hot meals to 15 homebound
clients each week as well.
Volunteer Needs
Mision Peniel is fortunate to have a dedicated team of volunteers serve its clients. It does not feel that it is safe
to add any more volunteers under present COVID conditions. However, it plans to reevaluate its needs in the
future.
COVID Update
Mision Peniel continues to require masks by both volunteers and those they serve. It is able to provide everyone
with a mask, if needed.
Contact information for volunteers
Mission email: misionpenielpeaceriver@gmail.com, Mission Pastor: miguel@peaceriverpresbytery.org
Mission Coordinator: ruth@peaceriverpresbytery.org | 386-793-6151 (cell)
Website: www.misionpeniel.com | Facebook: Mision Peniel | Instagram: misionpenielimmokalee

Naples Senior Center
Role specifically related to the COVID hunger crisis
Naples Senior Center has continued to focus on meeting the needs of homebound seniors who have limited
access and resources to obtain food. It has been making weekly deliveries of hot meals and groceries for nearly
one year, when it closed its facility.
Volunteer Needs
Its existing team of volunteers has allowed it to serve the community with weekly home deliveries, as well as
stocking its food pantry with food and household goods. Its volunteers do not enter the client’s home.
COVID Update
Its volunteers have obtained their own PPE for daily use. It was able to provide the first does of the vaccine to
over 100 Collier County 80+ year old seniors, who have no access to technology.
Contact information for volunteers
Volunteer Candidates: Peggy Shupp, Volunteer Service Manager: 239-325-4444
Food Donations: Pam Malamphy: 239-325-4444

Salvation Army
Role specifically related to the COVID hunger crisis
The Salvation Army currently provides food at its food pantry by appointment. It has been working in
partnership with United Way to distribute gift cards for food purchases. It plans to continue with this model for
the foreseeable future.
Volunteer Needs
At this time the Salvation Army’s volunteer needs are limited. However, it can use a few volunteers (possibly
3-4) in its Family Store.
COVID Precautions
The Salvation Army follows all CDC and local Collier County guidelines across all services and departments.
Contact information for volunteers
Maria Ramos, Director of Volunteer, Holiday & Senior Services:
maria.ramos@uss.salvationarmy.org | 239-210-3076
Captain Ben Bridges, The Salvation Army Naples Regional Coordinate: ben.bridges@uss.salvationarmy.org
Naples Annex Office: 3050 Horseshoe Drive North, Building B, Suite #260, Naples, FL 34104

St. Matthew’s House
Role specifically related to the COVID hunger crisis
St. Matthew’s House served food to over 86,000 households (some with up to 10 people) in 2020. During late
2020, it distributed 4,000 food boxes a month, each one feeding a family of 4. Each food box contains about
$80 of food. At least 80% of the food distributed by it has been donated. Its locations for food distribution have
increased to 10 from 5. In 2020, it distributed approximately 4 million pounds of food, with a value of $11.8
million. It plans the same for 2021.
Volunteer Needs
Its greatest needs continue to be food donations and monetary donations, if made individually. In addition, food
warehouse volunteers are still needed to pack-up food for distribution.
COVID Update
It continues to require volunteers to wear masks and gloves. They are encouraged to bring their own, if possible.
Social distancing is also encouraged. Donations of masks, gloves and hand sanitizer would be helpful.
Contact information for volunteers
PLEASE MENTION YOU ARE A GNL MEMBER
Crystal Thomsen, Engagement Coordinator
cthomsen@stmatthewshouse.org | 239-774-0500 x 816
Complete a volunteer application at https://stmatthewshouse.org/ways-to-help/volunteer/

