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Wardrobe: Business casual chosen for comfort in air-conditioned rooms and for walking 
outside.  

First Venue: Sugden Community Theatre 
The Naples Players 
701 Fifth Avenue S 
Naples, FL 34102 

Second Venue: Artis-Naples 
5833 Pelican Bay Blvd. 
Naples, FL  34108 

Third Venue: BrickTop’s at Waterside Shops 
5555 Tamiami Trail N 
Naples, FL  34108 

Session Leaders: Anne Fleming, Jon DeMoss, Kathy MacGillivray, Greg Wertheimer 



Theme:   Enriching our Community through the Arts 

A. Goals and Objectives

• Expose GNL Master Class XXV to the breadth of Naples’ cultural arts offerings
• Highlight economic impact of the arts on Collier County and its citizens
• Show how the arts can improve the lives of all citizens, including seniors and those with unique

challenges
• Present a sampling of local arts organizations and venues
• Learn about opportunities and challenges facing artists and organizations in a growing, increasingly

diverse community
• Share the wealth of volunteer opportunities in the cultural arts
• Meet two local award-winning artists, a painter and a writer

B. Cultural  Arts Day Agenda

1st Venue Sugden Community Theatre 

8:00 Park in City of Naples Garage on 8th St. S and 4th Ave S adjacent to theatre 

8:15 Arrivals and coffee – Lobby of Sugden Theatre 

8:30 Welcome, Introductions, and Overview – Tobye Theatre 
• Welcome by CLT leaders
• Introduction of CAD team and review of agenda by Anne Fleming

8:35 Economic Impact of the Arts, introduced by Jon DeMoss 
• Bryce Alexander, The Naples Players CEO/Artistic Director

9:00 Local Arts Leaders Panel 
• Bryce Alexander, The Naples Players CEO/Artistic Director
• Frank Verpoorten, Naples Art Executive Director/Chief Curator
• Kristen Coury, Gulfshore Playhouse Founder/Artistic Director
• Sondra Quinn, CEO Opera Naples Executive Director, GNL VIII

9:40 Q&A for both Bryce and Local Arts Leaders, led by Anne Fleming  

9:55 Comfort Break and transition to touring 

10:05 Tour in three groups; meeting volunteers and seeing backstage areas 

10:35 Reassemble into Tobye Theatre 

10:40 Local Professional Artist, introduced by Kathy MacGillivray 
• Paul Arsenault, Artist



11:00 Q&A for Mr. Arsenault, led by Kathy MacGillivray 

 11:15 Wrap-up, Giselle Wagner 

11:20 Depart for Artis-Naples 

2nd Venue Artis-Naples 

 11:40 Valet Park at Waterside Shops’ main entrance by BrickTop’s 
5555 Tamiami Trail N 
Walk to Artis-Naples Signature Event Space at the Baker Museum 

 12:00 Lunch  

 12:15 Artis-Naples speaker panel, introduced by Jon DeMoss 
• Kathleen van Bergen, CEO and President
• David Filner, Executive Vice President Artistic Operations
• Courtney McNeil, Director and Chief Curator, Baker Museum

 12:40 Q&A for Artis-Naples Panel 

 12:55 Comfort Break 

 1:05 Assemble into three groups for 45-minute campus tours 
• Baker Museum and Museum Store
• Garden Sculpture and Norris Garden

 1:50 Reassemble in Signature Event Space 

 2:00 Healing Arts Panel, introduced by Anne Fleming 
• Dr. Jaclynn Faffer, Naples Senior Center President/CEO, GNL XXIII
• Karen Govern, STARability Foundation CEO

2:20 Q&A for Healing Arts Panel, led by Anne Fleming 

2:35 The Art of Literature and Film, introduced by Greg Wertheimer 
• Scott Turow, Best-selling Author and Keynote Speaker

2:55 

3:10 

3:15 

3:35 

3:45 

3:50 

Q&A for Mr. Turow, led by Greg Wertheimer 

Volunteer opportunities in the Cultural Arts, led by Kathy MacGillivray 

Group Discussions and closure, led by Kathy MacGillivray 

Wrap-up and Evaluations, led by Giselle Wagner 

Comfort Break 

Walk to BrickTop’s at Waterside Shops 



3rd Venue BrickTop’s at Waterside Shops 

4:00  Reception 
• Open bar and complimentary appetizers until 5:00 p.m.
• Raffle for complimentary tickets to various venues
• Mingle with speakers, classmates, and Class XXIV CAD and CLT teams
• Exclusive takeaway gift from Waterside Shops

(Back to Table of Contents) 



 

 
 

C. Biographies 

Bryce Alexander 
The Naples Players CEO/Executive Artistic Director 
Bryce Alexander is the CEO/Executive Artistic Director of The 
Naples Players, one of the country’s leading community-based 
theatres. Brought here from Denver, Colorado in 2016, Bryce was the 
Artistic Director of Phamaly Theatre Company – one of the only 
professional theatre companies in the country that is comprised 
entirely of people disabilities.  
 
Bryce has worked in theatres across the country, including the 
Guthrie theatre, Denver Center Theatre Company, Colorado 
Shakespeare Festival, At-Hand (NYC), The Aurora Fox, and many 
more. This wide array of experiences has given him first-hand 
knowledge of the vastly different scales and challenges facing the 
various aspects of the American Theatre. 

 
As the chief officer of The Naples Players, Bryce oversees all portions of the theatre’s productions, identity, 
messaging, quality, programs, finances, vision, and development; including, but not limited to, actor 
development, education, main-season productions, season materials, messaging, season selection, casting, 
staff selection and management, strategic goals and initiatives, all programming, community and audience 
development, financial oversight and budgeting, and more. He is the first “Executive Artistic Director” in the 
company’s 67-year history, with the Board citing his leadership when choosing to combine the Executive and 
Artistic Director positions in early 2018. 
 
Since joining The Naples Players  four years ago, the organization has more than doubled annual 
subscriptions; served 30% more students per year; seen significant gains in contributions; initiated a “wellness 
through the arts” program that serves many historically underserved populations through theatre and improv 
therapy; offers “sensory friendly” productions throughout the season; and started a major movement in 
partnerships with other community non-profits and business around Greater Naples.  
 
AS COVID-19 hit, his organization didn’t furlough or lay-off any staff, and Bryce was heralded for his 
community leadership through the arts. Labeled the "Champion for the Arts" by Gulfshore Life Magazine, he 
has continued to work diligently to protect the arts in the region. 
  
Knowing no leader can fight each battle alone, Bryce worked with the community to create the regions only 
COVID Arts Advisory Board, comprised of local and state officials, healthcare workers, national and 
international producers, and schools. Together, this committee has advised him and the board on the best 
practices for moving forward, while allowing the organization to reach out to colleagues to lend support and 
information. The Naples Players continues to serve as model for creative problem solving and community 
service, despite revenue losses exceeding $1.4m. 
 
As a result of Bryce’s dedication to the SWFL community, which is demonstrated through his work at The 
Naples Players, Bryce has been named one of Gulfshore Life Magazine’s 2021 Men of the Year. He holds a 
BFA Cum Laude in theatre performance, and a BA in English Literature from the University of Colorado. 
Bryce’s wife Katie is a professional actress, and they both enjoy traveling. 



 

 
 

 
Frank Verpoorten 
Naples Art Executive Director and Chief Curator 
A renowned leader, professional, and academic in the art world 
with more than 20 years of curatorial and artistic leadership in 
museums in the United States and Europe, Verpoorten will lead 
Naples Art into an exciting new phase as a premier Naples hub 
for artists, art enthusiasts and students.   
 
Verpoorten previously served as director and chief curator for 
Artis—Naples, The Baker Museum, where he grew and advanced 
the appreciation of the permanent collection during his seven-

year tenure, raising the museum’s profile and building a reputation for distinctive, world-class exhibitions. 
 
Verpoorten’s impressive fundraising efforts during his tenure resulted in significant donations, gifts of art, 
endowment support, and exhibition sponsorship/underwriting. He oversaw the programming of stimulating 
exhibition seasons that included installations from The Baker Museum’s collection, national and international 
exhibitions, the acquisition of notable collections as well as showcases of emerging and under-recognized 
artists.   
 
Prior to his tenure at Artis—Naples, Verpoorten’s esteemed career includes 15 years in New York City as 
culture attaché at Flanders House (2009 – 2012), director of visual arts and exhibitions curator at Snug Harbor 
Cultural Center and the Newhouse Center for Contemporary Art (2005 – 2009) and curator of the Dahesh 
Museum of Art (2002 – 2005). 
 
Verpoorten attended the Ph.D. Program in Art History at the City University of New York and holds dual 
master’s degrees in Cultural Studies and Art History from Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Belgium.   
 

Kristen Coury 
Gulfshore Playhouse Founder and CEO 
Kristen Coury is the Founder, Producing Artistic Director, and CEO of 
Gulfshore Playhouse. She founded the Playhouse in 2004, after moving to 
Naples from New York City. Under her leadership, the Playhouse has 
grown to a staff of 41, an annual budget of $4.6M annually with no debt, 
and plans in place to create a state-of-the-art Theatre and Education Center 
at the gateway to downtown Naples.  
 
While in New York, she worked on Broadway for Walt Disney 
Theatrical’s production of Beauty and the Beast and for Andrew Lloyd 
Webber’s company, The Really Useful Group, working on Sunset 
Boulevard and Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. She has 
directed many of the Playhouse productions to date including: My Fair 
Lady, The Merchant of Venice, Jacob Marley’s Christmas Carol, The 
Price, and the World Premiere of The God Game. Kristen made her feature 

film directorial debut with Friends and Family, a comedy starring Tony Lo Bianco, Anna Maria Alberghetti, 
and Tovah Feldshuh, which was released around the US and Europe. Kristen has directed several new works, 
produced a CD, and worked on a variety of musicals in various stages of development. Kristen is also a 
frequent investor in Broadway productions, most recently the Tony Award-winning revival of Once On This 



 

 
 

Island.  
 
Kristen was named one of the “Top 40 Professionals Under 40” by Gulfshore Life Magazine in 2008, a “Star 
in the Arts” by the United Arts Council of Collier County in 2011, one of the Men and Women of the Year 
by Gulfshore Life in 2013, and a “Leading Lady” by Naples Illustrated in 2018. In 2021, she was appointed 
to the Greater Naples Chamber board of directors. 
 

Sondra Quinn 
Opera Naples Executive Director and GNL VIII 
Sondra Quinn is the Executive Director of Opera Naples. Formerly, 
she was founding President/CEO of Naples Botanical Garden 
where she spearheaded the vision and development of the Concept 
Master Plan for a 160-acre start-up botanical garden, built a new 
organization, launched the business to provide programs and 
services to the community and forged a collaborative formal 
university partnership with Florida Gulf Coast University to build 
a joint education and research center.  Prior coming to Naples, she 
served as President/CEO of Orlando Science Center where she 
created and implemented the vision for a $48.8M 250,000 sq. ft. 
science education facility in a public private partnership with the 
City and Orange County, Orange County Schools and the 

University of Central Florida. In addition, she served as Interim Executive Director of the Capital Children’s 
Museum in Washington, DC, and as Vice President of Program at the Science Museum of Minnesota in St. 
Paul, Minnesota. After completing a rigorous application and certification process, she became certified as a 
Board Source Governance Trainer for Southwest Florida. 
 
A past Board Member of numerous organizations in her field, including the Association of Science-
Technology Centers, American Association of Museums, Florida Association of Museums, and the 
University of Central Florida Foundation. Her extensive professional and community services have been 
recognized by, among others, Orlando Mayor Glenda Hood, with a key to the city, and the Florida Association 
of Museums, with their Lifetime Achievement Award.  She has received the Summit Award for Leadership 
and Community Service and recognized as Woman of the Year in Arts and Culture, Community Leader of 
the Year and is listed in Who’s Who in America. In 2015, she was selected as a Woman of Initiative in Naples. 
She is a graduate of Greater Naples Leadership and is currently on the Women’s Foundation Board of Collier 
County.  
 
Quinn has a B A in Theatre from Penn State University and an MEd in Children's Theatre and Education from 
the University of Pittsburgh. 
 



 

 
 

Paul Aresenault 
Artist 
A native of Montreal, Paul Arsenault grew up in 
Hingham, MA, where his love for the sea and travel 
emerged. Following his graduation from the Art Institute 
of Boston in 1973, he began a six-month stint as a 
deckhand on a research vessel. He signed off in Florida in 
1974, and began his professional painting career. With 
Naples as his base, he has embarked on painting trips to 
the Caribbean, Central and South America, Asia, the 
South Pacific, Indonesia, Australia, Hawaii, Europe, and 
the Mid-East. 

 
Paul’s early exposure to and knowledge of working ports and exotic harbors, combined with his talent for 
zeroing in immediately on the essence of a place, have made him a popular choice for commissions requiring 
extensive yet efficient travel. Paintings from these trips hang in public places and private and corporate 
collections around the world. 
Annual fundraising shows have been a hallmark of his career, and since 1983, these have benefited a variety 
of non-profit organizations devoted to health, environmental protection, and historic preservation. 
 
Paul’s vibrant and widely collected paintings reflect a rhythm and pattern that distinguish his easily 
recognizable style. His lifelong pursuit to paint contemporary life in coastal communities is enhanced by his 
passion for history and his natural storytelling ability. 
 
Paul and his wife Eileen live in Naples, Florida. The Arsenault Studio is currently housed in their historic 
home nestled under a grand banyan tree and is open by appointment. 
The Banyan Arts Social and Pleasure Club, a publishing division of Arsenault Studios, was inspired by the 
artists, writers, musicians, and preservations who have stayed at their artful compound over its nearly one-
hundred-year history. 
 

Kathleen van Bergen 
Artis-Naples CEO and President 
Now in her 11th season at the helm of Artis—Naples, CEO and 
President Kathleen van Bergen continues to chart an assured and 
ambitious course for the organization. Her dedicated oversight 
is recognized throughout Southwest Florida, and in the greater 
arts community, as an example of leadership geared toward 
prudent growth and relationship building. Gulfshore Life 
magazine named her one of its “2012 Men and Women of the 
Year,” suggesting that her title be expanded to include 

“collaborator-in-chief.” And in 2016, Naples Illustrated named her one of its Leading Ladies, saying, “In less 
than five years, van Bergen has led Naples’ premier cultural center to a new level.” Named one of Musical 
America’s “Top 30 Professionals of the Year” in 2019, Kathleen is described as “a woman with a mission, a 
vision, and a board to support both.” 
 
Since 2011, Kathleen has put her focus on balancing the multidisciplinary mission with strong financial 
support. In 2016, the organization announced the Future—Forward Campaign for Cultural Excellence, a 
Master Plan to reimagine the Kimberly K. Querrey and Louis A. Simpson Cultural Campus, embrace artistic 



 

 
 

and community initiatives, substantially increase the endowment and grow the permanent collection for The 
Baker Museum. To date, the campaign has surpassed $80 million in these four key areas, and the Artis—
Naples endowment has achieved $125 million, more than doubling in size under Kathleen’s leadership. 
Kathleen oversaw the initial project of the Master Plan — the repair and expansion of The Baker Museum — 
with the museum reopening to the public in December 2019 following post-Hurricane Irma repairs, and the 
18,000-square-foot expansion opening in fall 2020 as part of the celebration of the museum’s 20th anniversary 
season. Designed by renowned architecture/landscape/urbanism firm Weiss/Manfredi, the expansion of The 
Baker Museum offers new spaces for exhibitions, performances, educational activities and social interaction. 
 
Kathleen has built a dynamic team at the organization, including the refined leadership of Sharon and Timothy 
Ubben Music Director Andrey Boreyko, now in his eighth and final season. She has also overseen the 
expansion of Artis—Naples offerings and multidisciplinary focus, including the acquisition of the Naples 
International Film Festival in 2017, named to MovieMaker Magazine’s 2019 list of the “25 Coolest Film 
Festivals in the World.” The organization’s diversity of world-class programming is one reason The Wall 
Street Journal said Kathleen and Andrey have ushered in “an impressive new phase” for classical music in 
Southwest Florida. 
 
A violinist by training, Kathleen has made music a central part of her life. Prior to joining Artis—Naples, 
Kathleen held several key positions, including artistic and executive director at the acclaimed Schubert Club 
in Saint Paul, Minnesota, vice president of artistic planning for The Philadelphia Orchestra and vice president 
and director of artistic administration for the St. Louis Symphony. Kathleen has served on the boards of the 
American Composers Forum, the Rose Ensemble, Exhibits Development Group and the Greater Naples 
Chamber of Commerce. She holds a bachelor’s degree in violin performance from the Eastman School of 
Music, and she completed the Tuck Executive Program at Dartmouth’s Tuck School of Business and the 
Strategic Perspectives in Nonprofit Management program at Harvard Business School. 
 

David Filner 
Artis-Naples Executive Vice President Artistic Operations 
Filner joined Artis–Naples from the San Antonio Symphony, where he 
served for more than seven years. Filner held several positions in San 
Antonio, including Director of Education and Community Engagement, 
General Manager and Interim CEO.  
 
Filner brings a wealth of experiences and a proven track record of success 
in developing vision and strategy with comprehensive experience in artistic 
planning and operations. Notably, Filner completed the prestigious League 
of American Orchestras’ Orchestra Management Fellowship Program, a 
year-long, highly competitive program designed to launch executive careers 
in orchestra management. As part of the program, Filner undertook 
residencies at the Alabama Symphony, the San Francisco Symphony and the 
Aspen Music Festival.   

 
Additionally, he served for more than ten years as Director of the Sequoia Chamber Music Workshop in 
Arcata, California. Filner has degrees from Oberlin College and a Master of Music in viola performance from 
Rice University. Filner is a critical partner who understands the planning and programming elements for a 
multi-disciplinary organization, who has the depth and knowledge of the orchestral field to support Music 
Director, Andrey Boreyko, serve the musicians of the Naples Philharmonic, and represent the organization 
both nationally and internationally to agents, guest artists, conductors and collaborators. 



 

 
 

 
Courtney A. McNeil 
Museum Director and Chief Curator 
Courtney A. McNeil is an award-winning curator, art historian and 
museum leader with nearly two decades of museum and gallery 
experience. Prior to joining Artis—Naples, The Baker Museum, she 
served 15 years in the curatorial department of Telfair Museums in 
Savannah, Georgia, most recently holding the title of chief curator and 
deputy director for curatorial affairs. At Telfair, she was responsible for 
overseeing all of the museum’s programmatic activities, including 
collections, exhibitions and education, at the organization’s three 
distinct sites.  
 
 
Courtney has a proven record of championing projects that complicate 

traditional art historical narratives in order to provide audiences with opportunities for authentic engagement 
and conversation around the most vital issues of our time. She specializes in aligning the activities of the 
exhibitions, collections and education teams and implementing data-driven approaches in order to fulfill 
strategic goals. 
 
She has curated a broad range of exhibitions, including Spanish Sojourns: Robert Henri and the Spirit of 
Spain; One Hundred Years of Harmony: Paintings by Gari Melchers; Kahlil Gibran and the Feminine Divine; 
Mickalene Thomas at Giverny; Dan Winters’s America: Icons and Ingenuity and Collecting Impressionism: 
Telfair’s Modern Vision. Her exhibitions have been recognized regionally and nationally with awards and 
grants. 
 
Courtney is active as a lecturer and writer and has served as a judge for numerous exhibitions and art fairs. 
She has been invited to speak at academic conferences, TEDx Savannah and for various community groups. 
Courtney has contributed her writing to publications including Curators’ Choice: Telfair Museums (Scala 
Publishers, 2020); Central to Their Lives: Southern Women Artists in the Johnson Collection (University of 
South Carolina Press, 2018); Monet and American Impressionism (University Press of Florida, 2015); Dan 
Winters’s America: Icons and Ingenuity (Telfair Museums, 2012), Georgia Masterpieces: Selected Works 
from Georgia’s Museums (Georgia Council for the Arts, 2009) and Dutch Utopia: American Artists in 
Holland, 1880-1914 (Telfair Museums, 2009). 
 
Courtney is a native of Boston and holds a B.A. in English with a minor in art history from Georgetown 
University and an M.A. in the history of art from the Courtauld Institute of Art in London, where she authored 
her dissertation on John Singleton Copley’s monumental painting The Siege of Gibraltar. She also earned an 
executive certificate in nonprofit leadership and management from the University of Notre Dame’s Mendoza 
College of Business. 
 



 

 
 

Dr. Jaclynn Faffer 
Naples Senior Center CEO and GNL XXIII 
Dr. Jaclynn Faffer, President/CEO of Naples Senior Center, has been a 
visionary leader in the field of human services for over 25 years.  
 
In 2010 Dr. Faffer and her family relocated to Naples to lead the 
organization that became Naples Senior Center. 
 
Naples Senior Center is the only human services agency of its kind, 
providing “one-stop shop” services addressing the emotional and social 
needs of older adults in Collier and southern Lee counties. Since opening 
its doors in 2014, the nonprofit agency has seen a surge in the depth and 
scope of need for comprehensive senior services in this region. 
 
All programs and services are provided by licensed and credentialed 
professionals. These include Structured Dementia Respite Support; 
Geriatric Case Management and Senior Outreach Programs; and 
Emotional Support, as well as a “choice” Food Pantry.  
 

An average of 40 different social, educational and wellness programs also are offered each week thanks to a 
dedicated corps of more than 200 trained and vetted volunteers.  
 
 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, Naples Senior Center pivoted and shifted all programs and services to a 
virtual platform via Zoom and other online programming. The organization also assisted thousands of local 
seniors in obtaining critical vaccine appointments during the global health crisis under an innovative pilot 
program with the Florida Department of Health – Collier. 
 
Under Dr. Faffer’s leadership, Naples Senior Center has further embarked on a $25-million capital campaign 
to build a new permanent home in North Naples. It is expected that construction will begin on the state-of-
the-art facility this year, with completion anticipated in 12 to 18 months. 
 
Dr. Faffer earned her Master of Social Work degree from Tulane University and her Doctoral Degree in Social 
Welfare from the Wurzweiler School of Social Work at Yeshiva University. She has extensive community 
involvement, including service as a past chair of the Collier County Leadership Coalition on Aging and as a 
graduate of Greater Naples Leadership Class XVIII.   
 



Karen Govern 
STARability Foundation CEO 
Karen Govern is the CEO of STARability Foundation, a Naples nonprofit 
organization with a mission to transform the lives of individuals with 
disabilities through social, vocational, and educational connections to the 
community while strengthening awareness and respect for individual 
abilities.  Karen has led STARability since 2016, and is responsible for 
overseeing the administration, programs, strategic planning, and financial 
health of the organization.  Karen also directs development and 
fundraising, marketing, and community outreach. 

Under Karen’s leadership, STARability has achieved remarkable growth 
in programs, people served, staffing, resources, and visibility in the 
community.  Karen led the organization through a major rebranding in 
2018. STARability is now a regional leader in quality programming for 

individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities, job placement and advocacy.  STARability’s 
strategic plan includes significant expansion efforts that will solidify the organization’s presence in the Naples 
community and provide sustainability in order to serve individuals throughout their lifetimes. 

Karen is an experienced executive with a demonstrated history of success in both the nonprofit and for-profit 
sectors, having worked in consulting, higher education, government, and technology industries.  Karen’s 
experiences have inspired her to be a compassionate advocate for underserved populations in the community.  
She holds a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration from Boston University and a Master’s in Public 
Administration from John Jay College.  Karen is a graduate of Greater Naples Chamber of Commerce 
Leadership Collier Class of 2021 and a board member of Association of Fundraising Professionals Collier-
Lee Chapter. 

Scott Turow 
Author and Keynote Speaker 
Scott Turow is the author of many bestselling works of 
fiction, including Testimony, Identical, Innocent, Presumed 
Innocent, and The Burden of Proof, and two nonfiction 
books, including One L, about his experience as a law 
student. His books have been translated into more than forty 
languages, sold more than thirty million copies worldwide, 
and have been adapted into movies and television projects. 
He has frequently contributed essays and op-ed pieces to 
publications such as the New York Times, Washington Post, 
Vanity Fair, The New Yorker, and The Atlantic. 

(Back	to	Table	of	Contents)



D. Volunteer Opportunities

VISUAL ARTS 

Artis—Naples 
www.artisnaples.org 
This is the multicultural home of the Baker Museum, Hayes Hall, Daniels Pavilion, and the Naples 
Philharmonic. It is the premiere destination for the arts in Southwest Florida.  

Kathleen van Bergen, CEO and President, has offered this volunteer opportunity- Artis-Naples has a 
category of their Board called Community Members. Community Members serve on the standing 
committees of the Board, have full committee authority and all invited to Full Board meetings if/when the 
agenda is appropriate. The committees that they would welcome volunteer interest are: Audit & Risk, 
Education and Community Partnerships, Finance and Advancement. There is also a Board of the Friends of 
Artis-Naples, which is their auxiliary group focused on friend and fund-raising activities and events. The 
Friends Board is a wonderful place for volunteers to get involved, and has been a wonderful place for 
deepening leadership engagement with Artis-Naples. Kathleen would be happy to talk with anyone about 
these volunteer opportunities. You can reach her at 239.254.2601 or KvanBergen@artisnaples.org 

Baker Museum at Artis—Naples 
www.artisnaples.org 
The Baker Museum is one of the foremost fine art museums in Southwest Florida. Emphasizing modern and 
contemporary art, the museum hosts several traveling exhibitions annually to complement installations of 
works from its permanent collections. Dedicated to stewardship and scholarship, The Baker Museum 
provides world-class exhibitions and educational opportunities for Southwest Florida’s diverse community. 

Centers for the Arts Bonita Springs 
www.artcenterbonita.org 
These two centers provide a wide range of affordable cultural activities that appeal to the whole family and 
improve the quality of life in Bonita Springs. Volunteers are sought in a wide variety of programs, 
community and special events, a docent program, gift store, hospitality, national art festivals, the Braniff 
library, membership, and shows and exhibitions. Contact Loretta Menuez at 239.495.8989 or 
membership@artsbonita.org. Explore www.artcenterbonita.org for more info and a volunteer form. 

Marco Island Center for the Arts 
marcoislandart.org 
Supports creative arts on Marco Island with over 160 classes in addition to events and exhibits. Volunteer 
opportunities include helping with the auctions at their gala, greeters and donation collectors for Cars as 
Art, assisting with their annual golf tournament, and much more. Contact Charlane King at 
rachgink@yahoo.com or 239.394.4221. Find the volunteer form on their website. 

Naples Art 
www.naplesart.org 
Naples Art serves as “the central address” for the visual arts in Naples. They are a working art center where 
members of the community of all ages and abilities gather for classes and workshops, lectures and special programs, 
exhibitions and events. Naples Art hosts outdoor art shows including three top-ranked National Events in 
January, February and March.  



Volunteers are an integral part of their team and participate as members of the front desk team, the gift shop 
staff, or as exhibition docents. Others add to the success of their nationally recognized outdoor shows or the 
acclaimed Art in the Park series, as well as those who are a part of their signature event teams. See the 
volunteer form on the website or contact Kit Baker at 239.262.2517 x204, or kit.baker@naplesart.org 

Naples Art Crafters 
www.naplesartcrafters.com 
One of the oldest arts organizations supporting fine arts and crafts and local artists in the Naples area. They 
produce seven major fine arts and craft shows October through April, held mostly in Cambier Park.  For 
volunteer information contact them at dusty.beck@gmail.com  

Naples Art District 
www.naplesartdistrict.com 
This has become the largest concentration of professional working artist studios and galleries in SW 
Florida. An alliance of 80 independent painters, ceramicists, sculptors, jewelers, photographers, and more, 
provides sale of and education in various mediums. It promotes an awareness of top-quality original works 
of art and home decor. ART ALIVE! open houses are held in many of the studios and galleries the first 
Wednesday and third Saturday of each month in Season. Find the map and information on all the artists on 
their website. Contact them at naplesartdistrict@gmail.com or 239.249.1977 for volunteer opportunities. 

United Arts Council of Collier County 
www.uaccollier.com 
Provides art education to at-risk students and connects artists, galleries, educators, and tourism businesses 
with one another. Publishes a monthly cultural arts calendar. Advocates for more arts education in our 
schools, more funding for the arts, and more art in public places. Volunteers needed to update social 
media, assist at   fundraising events, and help with mailing monthly calendar of arts and cultural events. 
Contact them at info@uaccollier.org or 239.254.8242 

DANCE 

Dance at Artis—Naples 
www.artisnaples.org 
Artis-Naples presents several local and internationally famous traditional and modern dance companies. 
Among them are The Miami City Ballet, the Paul Taylor Dance Company, and the Limon Dance Company. 
See information under Artis-Naples at the top of this list for volunteer opportunities. 

Naples Ballet & Company, Inc. 
naplesballet.net 
Adult and child dancers perform in two major dance productions a year as well as several guest 
performances. Their curriculum is directed at developing the student’s strength, focus, creativity, and love 
of dance and developing their physical, social, and intellectual skills in the art of dance. Needs-based 
scholarships are available. For information and volunteer opportunities email 
dance@naplesacademyofballet.com or contact Jessica Painter at 239.732.1000 



 

 
 

 
FILM 
 
The Naples International Film Festival 
www.artisnaples.org 
Now in its thirteenth year, the Naples International Film Festival is a place for film lovers to connect, 
exchange ideas, and celebrate the art of film in a friendly, welcoming environment. Now a part of Artis-
Naples, the festival hosts more than 60 screenings over four days, introducing new, exciting films, and often 
their talented creators, to our community. NIFF presents a carefully curated program of domestic and 
international narrative, documentary and short films from established and emerging filmmakers. The 
opening night film and party takes place on the Artis-Naples Campus. Competition films screen at the 
Silverspot Cinema, a luxury boutique theater with state-of-the-art digital projection and sound. Silverspot's 
intimate theaters create a relaxed environment where filmmakers and audiences can truly connect. An 
introductory meeting for volunteers interested in the Film Festival is held in October and is announced on 
the Artis-Naples website: www.artisnaples.org 
 
 
MUSIC 
 
Artis—Naples 
www.artisnaples.org 
In popular music the venue attracts popular musicians, this year including Kenny Cetera, Michael Bolton, 
Chris Botti, Patti LaBelle, Bernadette Peters, and Neil Sedaka. See information under Artis-Naples at the 
top of this list of volunteer opportunities. 
 
Grand Piano Series 
grandpianoseries.org 
Grand Piano Series is the ideal combination of local and international talent. They are all about connecting 
with the SW Florida community, through performances, experiences, and educational events. Its passion and 
mission is the preservation of great piano literature featuring artists of the highest caliber. Volunteers are 
needed to help prepare for concerts, assist patrons during concerts, and at some community events.  Call 
them at 646.734.8179 
 
Music Foundation of Greater Naples 
musicfoundationnaples.org 
This organization, founded in 1970, raises funds and awards scholarships to students in support of summer 
music camp, private music lessons, instrument upgrade, or college tuition. Over 4500 children have been 
helped to date.  An outreach program also supports music education for students from low income families. 
With a group of 125 yearly volunteers, volunteers are needed and appreciated. Please complete the 
volunteer form on their website or send an email to contact@musicfoundationnaples.org 
 
Naples Big Band 
www.naplesbigband.com 
Naples Big Band provides free public performances at Naples’ Cambier Park, Mackle Park in Marco Island, 
and Alliance for the Arts in Fort Myers. and Riverside Park in Bonita Springs. They make an annual grant 
to local high school music programs and provide opportunities for local student musicians to perform with 
the band on stage.   Call them at 314.477.9519  
 



 

 
 

 
 
Naples Senior Center 
www.naplesseniorcenter.org    
Naples Senior Center at JFCS supports and enriches the lives of seniors and their families with programs 
and services that include dementia respite support, geriatric case management, emotional support services 
and a food pantry. Music and art therapy are offered as a part of their dementia respite support program. 
Volunteers in this program receive ongoing specialized training in order to fulfill the needs of the program 
participants.  
 
Volunteers also make a difference as part of the Just Checking Program, where NSC participants are called 
each morning for a phone conversation, with the goal of reducing social isolation and loneliness. Center 
Activity, Receptionist, Telephone Reassurance, and Food Pantry Shopper or Delivery Volunteers are other 
opportunities available.  For volunteer opportunities please contact Peggy Shupp at 239.325.4444 or 
pshupp@naplesseniorcenter.org 
 
Naples Community Orchestra 
https://naplescommunityorchestra.org 
NCO is able to provide students with the opportunity to expand their talent and love for music and is 
dedicated to bringing a season of outstanding classical and popular performances that enhances our lives at 
a cost that assures accessibility for our entire community. All concerts are held at Moorings Presbyterian 
Church in Naples. NCO provides exciting opportunities for students, and talented local musicians to learn 
and perform together. Student admission to concerts is always free.  
 
Volunteers are needed to participate in fund raising events, post announcements and pictures on social 
media, and distribute NCO brochures to local businesses.  Volunteers also help identify grant opportunities, 
write program notes for concert Playbills and usher at NCO concerts. And more! Contact Sue Bookbinder at 
sbokbi@aol.com 
 
Naples Concert Band 
www.naplesconcertband.org 
Since 1972, and now numbering 90 volunteer musicians with additional guest performers, Naples Concert 
Band provides free concerts to audiences of up to 3,000 in Season on Sundays 2-4 PM at the Cambier Park 
Band Shell.  Thus far, NCB has awarded over $115,900 in scholarships to deserving students. Call 
239.270.1221 to inquire about volunteer opportunities. If interested in auditioning to become a member of 
the band, call 239.304.2688, or email k.carper@comcast.net 
 
Naples Philharmonic at Artis—Naples 
www.artisnaples.org 
The Naples Philharmonic performs dozens of orchestral and chamber concerts, as well as special event 
concerts yearly. From orchestras to pops to jazz and more, they’ve got it all. See information under Artis-
Naples at the top of this list  for volunteer opportunities. 
 
Voices of Naples 
www.voicesofnaples.org 
This 70-member auditioned community chorus sings seven concerts every Season from November through 
March, including a sing-along Messiah. Concerts are performed at Naples United Church of Christ and 
other churches in Naples, Fort Myers, and Bonita Springs. Scholarships of up to $3000 are awarded to 
graduating seniors from Collier and Lee Counties who plan to pursue a college major associated with vocal 



 

 
 

music. Volunteer assistance is needed for selling tickets before the concerts, passing out programs, and with 
their scholarship program. Send an email to voicesofnaples@yahoo.com or call 239.293.0645 
 
OPERA 
 
Gulfshore Opera 
www.gulfshoreopera.org 
Offers full-length operas at various venues in Collier, Lee, and Charlotte Counties as well as community 
concerts and cabaret-style performances by professional opera singers in residence with live    
accompaniment. 
 
Volunteer assistance is needed during high season (December-March). Volunteers are a crucial part of their 
operation whether you help onstage, backstage or front of house (ushering). Complete the volunteer form on 
their website to get started! Contact Michelle Westley by e-mail michelle@gulfshoreopera.org or call 
239.529.3925.  
 
Opera Naples 
www.operanaples.org 
Since 2006, Opera Naples continues to bring internationally acclaimed artists to perform in some of the 
most beloved operas and world-class performances, earning significant praise from critics and patrons. 
Opera Naples conducts an educational outreach program in local schools and an artist-in-residence program 
for emerging opera singers. Opera Naples produces a full season of opera and concerts in its permanent 
home, the Wang Opera Center, and main stage operas in Hayes Hall at Artis-Naples.  
 
Volunteers are needed for the following jobs: costumes, event host, event set up and strike, box office check 
in and usher. 
 
If interested, visit www.operanaples.org and fill out the volunteer application. 
 
 
THEATER 
 
Artis—Naples 
www.artisnaples.org 
In theater, the venue attracts Broadway shows, this year including Come From Away, Tootsie, Ain’t Too 
Proud: The Life and Times of the Temptations, Dear Evan Hansen, and My Fair Lady. See information 
under Artis-Naples at the top of this list for volunteer opportunities. 
 
Gulfshore Playhouse 
www.gulfshoreplayhouse.org 
Founded in 2006 by Artistic Director Kristen Coury, whose background includes work on Broadway with 
Disney and Lloyd Webber Groups, Gulfshore Playhouse produces large-scale Broadway-quality 
professional theatre with equity actors. Additionally, Gulfshore Playhouse Education programming provides 
theatre education opportunities to over 12,000 people each year. Currently housed at the Norris Center, the 
organization is raising money and soon to break ground for a state-of-the-art Theatre and Education 
Center.  
 
While they’re always looking for ushers as volunteers, the people in GNL are usually looking for a different 



experience and a way to really make a difference.   The following committees (which could eventually lead 
to board membership) in the following categories and are always looking for people with expertise in these 
areas: Development/fundraising, Finance/Accounting/Investing, Planned Giving, Building/Construction, 
Strategic Direction, Education, Marketing, Governance, and Capital Campaign. Anyone potentially offering 
their service to one of these committees should contact Kristen Coury directly at 
kcoury@gulfshoreplayhouse.org 

TheatreZone 
www.theatre.zone 
TheatreZone was founded in 2005 by Mark and Karen Danni, music and theater majors, who had performed 
in Broadway and off-Broadway productions. Now over 200 professional actors come each year to audition 
in order to perform in coveted roles. The group is Collier County’s only resident Professional Equity 
Theater Company and performs at the Community School of Naples Campus. 

Volunteers are needed to house actors during tryouts or performances. Please contact Karen Danni at 
karenmnyc@aol.com or 239.249.2099. Please email the Box Office Manager Marissa Douglas at 
ushering@theatre.zone, if interested in ushering or becoming an ambassador. Check the website at 
www.theatre.zone or call 888.304.3909.  

The Marco Players  
www.themarcoplayers.com 
This is the oldest non-profit community theater on Marco Island. They deliver live community theater, with 
six main productions this Season.  Volunteers work in production and hospitality. Do you like carpentry, 
sewing, shopping for props and furniture, working with sound and lighting, dressing actors backstage, 
greeting guests or serving refreshments? To express interest in volunteering, complete the form on their 
website, or give them a call at 239.642.7270, or email info@themarcoplayers.com 

The Naples Players 
www.naplesplayers.org 
Now in its 68th season TNP is Naples’ premier community theater, offering nine performances for the 
2021-2022 season. Other offerings include KidzAct, Readers Theatre, Comedy Nights, and Sensory 
Friendly shows. Youth and adult classes are offered for every level and interest. In addition, inclusive 
classes are offered for youth and adults with special needs. TNP works with STARability Academy to 
provide these classes and job experience each week.  

This mostly volunteer-run community theatre is always recruiting new help to audition, usher, build sets, 
sewing costumes, stage-handing, etc. Over 60,000 volunteer hours were contributed in 2019-2020, and 
20 positions are   available throughout the year. Contact Pamela Larkin-Caruso, Director of Volunteers, at 
plarkincaruso@naplesplayers.org or 239.434.7340, ext. 104.  

STARability 
www.starability.org 
STARability Foundation is a regional leader in providing innovative, results-driven programs for 
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities in Southwest Florida and beyond. 
Some of their offerings include art, computer, and cooking classes, as well as improv and photography 
workshops. Sports leagues and virtual offerings are also available for STAR participants. Please contact 
Connor Nehls, Volunteer Manger, at 239.594.9007 or email connor@STARability.org for more 
information. 

(Back	to	Table	of	Contents)	



 

 
 

E. Location and Directions  

1st Venue: 

Sugden Community Theatre 
701 Fifth Avenue S 
Naples, FL 34102 

 
Click on map to make live 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2nd Venue:  

Artis-Naples 
 5833 Pelican Bay Blvd. 

Naples, FL 34108 
 

See map for walking directions 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Naples+Players+at+Sugden+Community+Theatre/@26.1422496,-81.7997774,17z/data=!3m2!4b1!5s0x88dae19efcae3b8f:0x32558df3593d2ad1!4m5!3m4!1s0x88dae19ef92da3eb:0x93bc58397e49d4ec!8m2!3d26.1419563!4d-81.797591


 

 
 

3rd Venue: 

BrickTop’s at Waterside Shops 
 5555 Tamiami Trail N 

Naples, FL 34108 
 

Click on map to make live 
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/BrickTop's/@26.2135571,-81.8038728,17z/data=!3m2!4b1!5s0x88db1e41c03dad5b:0x7edf0a3afeb76f2c!4m5!3m4!1s0x88db1e41bb75bd81:0x4bef2773868ea430!8m2!3d26.2135571!4d-81.8016841



